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INTRODUCTION. 



The New Code of Canon Law, which history will 
probably mark down as one of the most felicitous 
achievements of Pope Pius X, although due to his untime- 
ly death it was only promulgated by his successor, 
Pope Benedict XV, now gloriously reigning, has indeed 
revolutionized ecclesiastical discipline by introducing 
many salutary changes. For the Church, as a prudent 
legislator, while immutable in her principles, adapts her- 
self in the details of her discipline to the needs and con- 
ditions of the particular age, or of a particular people. 1 
But while the New Code does in many instances present 
to us new or modified legislation, it is not that which, in 
our judgment, gives the Code such great importance and 
prominence. The principal purpose of the Commission 
on Codification as instructed by Pope Pius X in his con- 
stitution “Arduum sane munus ” 2 was to be “ut univer- 
sal Ecclesiae leges ad haec usque tempora editae, 

lucido ordine digestae, in unum colligerentur.” After 
fourteen years of truly arduous labor this result has 
been most successfully attained. In fact one who will 
compare the status of Church Law as at present consti- 
tuted with the puzzling condition of Canon Law before 
its codification, will wonder how it was that this task was 
not undertaken ages before and will then appreciate the 
New Code in its proper measure. 

One result of the codification of Canon Law is that 
many particular and perhaps only temporary institu- 
tions, found to answer well their purpose, have now been 
recognized by the common law and made a part and 
parcel of the universal law. This applies in no small 



i “Mutantur in dies hominum mores, mutantur rerum cir- 
cumstantiae, et quod uno tempore utile erat, postea inutile et 
quandoque perniciosum evadit. Prudentis autem Praelati est,.... 
se loco et tempori accomodare, etc.” Bened. XIV de Syn. Dioec., 

v, 3, 7. 



2 March 17, 1904. 
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